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SEQUENCE "A"

FADE IN:

INT. SUV - DAY

Low angle from the backseat: NICOLE (22) is reclining in the

passenger seat and pushes her BOOTS against the dash. She

flips through a FASHION MAGAZINE and listens to her IPOD.

We can HEAR a dog whining.

This goes on for well over a minute.

We hear a man getting annoyed.

BEN

Anna, be quiet.

The whining continues. Nicole doesn’t respond.

BEN

Pup, shut up.

Still the same.

A while passes.

A turn signal is heard clicking.

NICOLE

(removing earbud; quietly)

Ben-jam-in?

No reply.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

(sharp; answer me now!)

Ben!

BEN

(calm)

Yeah, babe?

As the vehicle turns.

NICOLE

Where are you going?

BEN

To take the dog for a fucking walk.

CUT TO:



2.

1 MAIN TITLES:

TITLE CARD: "GUN" - Graphic image of a REVOLVER.

TITLE CARD: "IN" - SUPERIMPOSITION of dogs legs walking.

TITLE CARD: "THE" - A woman’s neck and earlobe in profile

with large HOOP EARRINGS. Her features are cut off.

TITLE CARD: "WOODS" Wide shot of a treeline stretching

horizontally across the screen and centred vertically.

2 EXT. SECLUDED ROAD - DAY (MAIN TITLES CONT’D)

A succession of long following shots as they get deeper into

the forest.

FADE TO BLACK:

3 EXT. CLEARING - AFTERNOON - ESTABLISHING

The SUV is parked in A LARGE OPEN CLEARING WITH A TREELINE

in the distance.

Ben walks smoking a cigarette with Nicole trailing and

looking bored.

Anna (the Doberman) relieves herself against a tree. She has

a RED COLLAR on her.

Nicole stops walking. She looks around and begins to chew

her nails.

BEN

Stop eating your hands. If you knew

how much bacteria was on your

fingers you’d stop doing that.

NICOLE

Good thing I don’t know.

BEN

Yeah, good thing.

Ben watches Anna. He waits for her to do her business, a

plastic bag in hand.

BEN

(impatient)

C’mon Pupitto. Hurry it up.

He waits...

Anna trots off.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

BEN (CONT’D)

Good girl!

Nicole watches as Ben goes to clean up after the dog.

Ben turns and catches her looking at him with a marked look

of disgust as he ties up the bag.

BEN

What?!

She turns away - "nothing."

He takes a couple steps away from her.

BEN (CONT’D)

You should be fucking doing this.

It’s your dog.

NICOLE

I’m not picking up dog doo-doo.

BEN

What? You want people stepping in

this?

NICOLE

(looking around)

What people?

BEN

People.

(pause)

Don’t they pick up after dogs in

Russia?

NICOLE

(scoff)

No.

BEN

(mumble)

Goddamn communist heathens. No

wonder the country collapsed.

NICOLE

What you say? I didn’t hear you.

You always mumble everything. I

need ears like Anna to hear you.

BEN

Nothing.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

He looks around and begins to walk. After a few paces of

carrying the bag. He tosses it into the woods.

Ben reaches into his pocket and takes out a bag of PISTACHIO

NUTS. He begins to eat them and spits out the shells over

the ground.

BEN

Nut? Nicole?

He Offers it to her.

She shakes her head.

He spits out another shell.

NICOLE

Someone should clean up after you.

BEN

Wouldn’t that be nice.

She rolls her eyes.

BEN

I said "wouldn’t that be nice."

NICOLE

I heard you the first time. Anna!

C’mon here.

He puts the nuts away.

He watches Anna come to her. He looks at the dog with

contempt.

His finds in his pocket a PACKAGE OF CIGARETTES. It’s empty.

BEN

I’m out of cigarettes.

She takes a pack from her pocket and gives it to him.

He takes one out. They are LONG THIN women’s cigarettes.

BEN

You can’t just buy the normal ones.

NICOLE

These look better.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 5.

BEN

(looks at them)

Yeah... sure.

(lights one)

He takes a long puff and then feels awkward smoking it.

He passes it up to her mouth.

She stares blankly with the cigarette just hanging from her

lips.

She takes a short drag and throws it away.

NICOLE

I’m quiting.

BEN

You’re quiting?

NICOLE

You should quit too. It’ll kill

you.

BEN

If I quit now, it’ll kill me.

NICOLE

Quit anyway.

She squats and pets Anna. After a bit she stops. She doesn’t

look good. She stands.

She runs to the bushes quickly and begins to dry heave.

She comes back.

BEN

(concerned)

What was that? Are you alright?

NICOLE

I think I’m pregnant. Let’s go now.

C’mon Anna.

She whistles.

BEN

What?

She doesn’t answer.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 6.

NICOLE

I think I’m pregnant.

BEN (CONT’D)

You can’t be pregnant.

NICOLE

Ha, why not?

BEN

Because I’m your gynecologist.

NICOLE

I don’t get it. You’re my

gynecologist so I can’t have a

baby? You would be the one getting

me pregnant. Explain?

BEN

(terse)

It’s all in you head. You want a

baby so bad, so you think you’re

pregnant. You’re not. I know

because I know the signs.

NICOLE

Ok. You’re soooooo smart.

BEN

I am.

NICOLE

That’s what you think.

BEN

I have a degree.

She walks away.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

C’mon Anna. Daddy’s an idiot.

BEN

Hey?

He watches her leave.

BEN (CONT’D)

You’re not pregnant Nicole.

CUT TO:



7.

4 EXT. / INT. SUV - CLEARING - AFTERNOON

Nicole opens up the passenger side doors so Anna can get in.

While waiting for her to get him, she takes a drink of EVIAN

WATER.

Ben comes up behind her and puts his arms around her.

She doesn’t react to his advance.

BEN

Look... Hey, I’m sorry.

NICOLE

Don’t worry, I’m not having your

baby.

BEN

Yeah, I know. Nic?

NICOLE

What?

BEN

I’m sorry.

NICOLE

You said that.

BEN

(begins caressing her

shoulders)

I am.

He starts to kiss her neck.

NICOLE

(relenting)

Ben?

SEX THEN PROCEEDS SOMETHING LIKE THIS:

His hands begin to fondle her breasts. He lifts up her shirt

to reveal her bra.

He tries to take off her shirt. he tries several times, his

hands under her shirts, and she stops him each time.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

They’re sore.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 8.

BEN

I’ll be careful. Don’t worry, I’m a

professional.

She turns toward him. She moves her sunglasses to her head

and then she kisses him.

He moves his hand up near her ear and CATCHES her HOOP

EARRING.

She winces.

BEN

One of these days I’m going to rip

that right off your ear.

NICOLE

You should buy me new earrings.

BEN

Yeah...

She moves to the backseat.

NICOLE

Nice, expensive diamond ones...

BEN

Uh, huh...

NICOLE

C’mon here.

He climbs on top of her.

NICOLE

(playful)

Oh, doctor!

He kisses down her body (avoiding the stomach) and begins to

undo her skirt/jeans.

She sees Anna.

NICOLE

Ben?

BEN

mmmm.

NICOLE

Ben!

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 9.

BEN

Yeah, baby.

NICOLE

I can’t.

BEN

Sure you can.

NICOLE

Anna.

BEN

Anna?

She motions toward the door.

ANNA IS WATCHING THEM.

BEN

(yells)

Scat!

NICOLE

You’re so mean.

BEN

Ah. She’s fine.

NICOLE

Doctor?

BEN

Yes?

NICOLE

I’m ready my exam-in-ation now.

PULL BACK TO:

WIDE SHOT: THE CAMERA PANS AWAY FROM THEM AND MOVES TOWARD

ANNA. WE SEE HER PLAY. WE CAN HEAR SEX SOUNDS BEGINNING TO

EMANATE FROM THE VEHICLE.

After a good length of time the CAMERA PANS BACK TOWARD THE

CAR (360 DEGREE MOTION).

They are going at it in the backseat.

CAMERA PANS BACK TOWARD ANNA.

CAMERA PANS BACK TO THE VEHICLE AGAIN.

The are still going at it.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 10.

CAMERA PANS BACK AGAIN:

EMPTY FRAME.

Anna is nowhere to be seen.

THE CAMERA PANS BACK:

Ben steps out of the car doing up his pants.

Nicole is lying on her back.

CLOSE SHOT: Nicole’s face. She looks frustrated.

BEN

I’m stealing one of your

cigarettes.

He looks down on ground. He finds Anna’s ball thrower (with

a ball).

BEN

(pleased)

Hey! I found her ball thrower.

Nicole just lies there.

5 EXT. CLEARING - AFTERNOON (CONTINUOUS)

Ben lights a cigarette.

He scans the area.

Anna is by the tree line.

BEN

C’mon pup!

He tosses the ball far.

Anna chases it.

CUT TO:

Nicole pleases herself in the backseat.

CUT TO:

Ben is having a smoke. He watches Anna and is in a good

mood.

Softly we hear Nicole moan.

He turns his head toward the car.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 11.

CLOSE SHOT - NICOLE’S FACE

She catches Ben’s glance, and then closes her eyes.

CLOSE SHOT - NICOLE.

Her arm stretched down across her stomach.

She begins to exaggerate her moans.

CLOSE SHOT - BEN’S FACE

He is not pleased at all.

She moans like a porn star.

Anna drops her ball at Ben’s feet. She wants to play.

Ben is furious.

Anna, is persistent.

Ben picks up the ball and puts it into the ball thrower. He

tosses it far off.

Anna takes off...

CLOSE SHOT - NICOLE

She shudders, her knees pressed together.

SLOW ZOOM - BEN’S FACE

SLOW ZOOM - NICOLE’S FACE

She opens her eyes and makes contact with Ben.

He turns away from her.

CUT TO:

6 EXT. CLEARING / INT. SUV - AFTERNOON

Nicole opens the door and comes out. She adjusts her clothes

and puts her coat on. She moves around to the front and gets

in the passenger seat.

She slams the door and puts her sunglasses back on and her

earbuds in and puts her hood up.

Ben looks annoyed by this.

He walks fast toward the vehicle and enters.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 12.

She looks away from him.

He starts the engine.

NICOLE

(removing earbuds)

Wait for Anna.

He rolls down the window.

BEN

(out window)

Anna! C’mon.

(whistles)

C’mon here you bitch.

Nicole shoots him a look that could kill.

BEN

What?

NICOLE

You know what.

BEN

No, clearly I don’t know.

NICOLE

(childish)

Obviously.

BEN

What is that supposed to mean?

NICOLE

You know what it means. For once,

just once I’d like you to take your

time.

BEN

I take my time.

NICOLE

You’re a one minute man.

He shakes his head.

BEN

Well maybe if you didn’t play it

up, acting like such a slut, I

would last longer than a minute.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 13.

NICOLE

Oh! You don’t want to go there.

BEN

Oh Doctor! Oh Doctor!

NICOLE (CONT’D)

You need all the help you can get.

(mocking)

Poor Benjamin. He’s old. He can’t

keep it hard longer than a minute

without Viagra. Poor Benjamin,

BEN

You’re cruel. You know that. That’s

what you are.

NICOLE

Wah. I’ll be taking care of two

babies.

BEN

What?

She turns away.

BEN (CONT’D)

What was that?

She pouts in silence looking out the window.

Ben looks at her. She refuses to look back.

He looks at her knees pressed against the GLOVE BOX.

He stares at the glove box.

CLOSE SHOT - GLOVE BOX

NICOLE

Annnnnnnnnaaaaa! Annnnnnnnaaaaa!

What’s taking her so long?

BEN

She’s chasing squirrels.

NICOLE

No thanks to you. Annnnnnaaaaa!

BEN

Oh, would you stop with the stupid

dog for a minute! I want to discuss

this.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 14.

NICOLE

She’s not stupid. She’s certainly

smarter than you.

BEN

Oh, she is? Is she? Why did it take

four months of obedience training

just to make it sit? If she’s so

smart, why’d it take a year to get

it to stop barking all goddamn

day.

NICOLE

Because, every time I tried to

train her properly, you’d never

reinforce the behavior. You’d just

feed her potato chips to make her

quiet and fat. I think that’s how

you want me.

BEN

Oh shut up.

NICOLE

Don’t you ever tell me to shut up

again. Ever. You’ll be getting a

divorce for an anniversary gift.

She puts Ben in his place.

BEN

(to himself)

I should be so lucky.

NICOLE

What was that?

They sit in uncomfortable silence.

Ben looks out the window for Anna.

He HONKS the horn several time.

Still nothing.

BEN

(concerned)

Maybe you should get out and call

her.

NICOLE

She always comes.

(under breath)

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 15.

NICOLE (cont’d)

Unlike me.

Ben’s had enough. He shakes his head.

She opens the door and gets out.

He watches her walk around.

NICOLE

Anna!

He leans toward the glove box and begins to open it.

He stops.

He looks at Nicole.

She removes her sunglasses and puts them on her head.

She looks at Ben worried.

He closes the glove box and gets out.

7 EXT. CLEARING - AFTERNOON

Ben walks along the edge of the clearing.

He looks back at Nicole.

BEN

(calling)

I don’t see her.

NICOLE

Annnnnnnaaaaaa!?

BEN

Anna! Take a look to see if she’s

on that side. She couldn’t of gone

too far.

Nicole walks along one side of the treeline.

NICOLE

Annnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!

She looks across and sees Ben doing the same along the other

side.

NICOLE

Annnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaa!

CUT TO:



16.

8 EXT. CLEARING - AFTERNOON

Nicole walks through the woods above the clearing.

She walks back out. Ben is walking on the outside coming

toward her.

BEN

Anything?

She shakes her head "no."

BEN

I found the tennis ball.

He hands it to Nicole.

BEN (CONT’D)

(disgusted)

It’s all full of slobber.

Nicole looks at the ball in her hands, and looks off in the

distance.

BEN (CONT’D)

She’ll come back, Nic. She can

probably hear us, or smell us. Just

followed a squirrel far into the

woods and is waiting for it to come

down from a tree. Dogs never get

lost. In the city they get picked

up by the pound or hit by a car.

She starts to tear up. He doesn’t console her.

NICOLE

(sobbing)

Annnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaa!

FADE TO BLACK:

END OF SEQUENCE "A"

SEQUENCE "B"

9 EXT. WOODS - GULLY - AFTERNOON

They wander through the woods and look for the dog. Small

saplings keep springing back and hitting Ben in the face as

he moves them aside. He stops and let’s Nicole take the

brunt of the saplings.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 17.

BEN

Anna!

NICOLE

Annnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaa!

BEN

Annnnnnnnnnna. C’mon here pup.

(whistles)

C’mon on Anna. C’mon.

NICOLE

Annnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!

Annnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa.

BEN

Annnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaa!

NICOLE

Annnnnnnna.

Ben looks in every direction. They are on a decline.

NICOLE

I hear water.

BEN

Maybe she drowned.

Nicole looks at him: please don’t say that it upsets

me. She starts to head down through the trees a bit.

BEN (CONT’D)

I’m just saying. She could be

anywhere.

NICOLE

She’s not anywhere. She didn’t

drown.

BEN

Don’t slip.

NICOLE

Annnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaa.

Ben lights a cigarette. He’s not looking very hard.

She keeps walking. Ben looks around, but not very hard. He’s

given up already.

CUT TO:



18.

10 EXT. RIVER BANK - LATE AFTERNOON

They are next to a creak. Ben looks around Nicole is walking

along the river.

BEN

Hey, in the summer I’m going to

come here with my fly rod. This is

great. Really pretty.

She walks away.

BEN (CONT’D)

(shouts to her)

I should of brought the camera!

NICOLE

What!?

BEN

I should of brought the camera!

She gives him a sharp disdainful look, and then continues

on.

She looks up around where she is.

Ben picks at garbage with his feet and continues smoking.

He notices:

CLOSE SHOT - DOG PRINTS IN MUD

BEN

(calling)

Nic!

She looks at him.

He motions for her to come and she walks back. When she is

in range:

BEN

Dog prints.

She hurries her gait.

She finds the prints.

BEN

(stating the obvious)

A dog was down here.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 19.

NICOLE

(sarcastic)

Really? You think?

BEN

Yeah, look - dog prints are

everywhere.

They follow the trail down the rivers edge.

Ben spots a red object.

He walks towards it.

BEN

(holds up sock)

Hey, I found a red sock!

It is a wet RED KNEE HIGH SOCK.

BEN

I bet someone had sex down here

last summer and lost a sock!

Nicole rolls her eyes.

She walks and finds something as well.

A RED DOG COLLAR, attached to a low branch.

She examines it and looks around for the dog.

She turns toward Ben. He can see she’s distressed.

He walks over to her, and she shows him the collar.

BEN

(consoling)

It just means she lost her collar.

He walks over to her and caresses her back.

He touches her and she moves her way down along the river.

Ben is going to say something and then decides not to.

11 EXT. CLEARING - LATE AFTERNOON

They come out of the woods and look around. They walk in

cold silence. Nicole walks ten feet in front of Ben.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 20.

BEN

(whistles)

Here pup, c’mon.

He looks at Nicole. She looks away. She scans the area.

360 DEGREE PAN

BEN (CONT’D)

The dog is gone, Nicole. Let’s get

back to the city. The highway will

be impossible.

NICOLE

I’m not leaving until I find Anna.

BEN

Nicole, the she’s gone. We have to

face facts. All we can do is put up

some signs in the area and hope

someone finds her.

NICOLE

What do you have to do tomorrow

that’s so important? You took the

day off.

BEN

Maybe, I want to work around the

condo. Maybe, I want to sleep in my

own bed, not in the car.

NICOLE

Well, maybe, we should find our

dog.

She stands her ground.

Ben walks ten paces before he realizes she hasn’t moved.

BEN

Aw fuck this, the dogs dead, some

goddamn sasquatch dragged her off

and ate her, or she found her way

to the 400 and got shmushed by an

eighteen wheeler. Either way.

NICOLE

I hate you.

BEN

Hate me in the car. We’re leaving.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 21.

NICOLE

Uh, uh I’m not, not without Anna.

BEN

Nicole? --- C’mon.

She doesn’t move.

BEN

I’m not leaving you out here.

NICOLE

Don’t then.

BEN

C’mon, I wanna go home. I’m cold.

NICOLE

Go then.

BEN

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh! Gawd!!

GAWD!

He wails and flails his arms at the sky.

She starts to laugh at him.

BEN

Don’t laugh at me.

He stares at her.

BEN

I’m going. The dog’s dead.

He walks away.

NICOLE

Take these with you then.

He turns back. She is holding her wedding rings and is about

to throw them.

BEN

Don’t do it Nicole. That can’t be

undone. I mean it.

She glares at him and then lowers her hand.

Silence. They are in a stand off.

She puts her sunglasses back on.



22.

12 EXT. FOREST - LATE AFTERNOON

BEN

So what? You’re going to ignore me

all day?

NICOLE

Yes.

BEN

Good luck with that.

NICOLE

I don’t need luck.

BEN

Try it.

NICOLE

You think I can’t ignore you all

day.

Ben feels out her response.

BEN

Ha. I’m not playing your games

Nicole. I know you.

NICOLE

You can’t win, you know that don’t

you.

BEN

I can win.

NICOLE

No you can’t.

BEN

Yes I can.

She shakes her head and turns away from him moving forward.

BEN (CONT’D)

What do I win? Nicole, what do I

win?

She walks on.

BEN (CONT’D)

C’mon. What do I win? I want to

know. Nic!

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 23.

NICOLE

Alimony and child support.

She puts on her ear buds.

CUT TO:

13 EXT. FOREST - LATE AFTERNOON

Nicole trots off and squats behind some bushes to pee.

Ben watches her and then look up at the tree tops.

The camera PANS UP TO TREES and PANS down. When she is

finished. She does up her pants.

14 EXT. WOODS - LATE AFTERNOON

Ben stomps through the trees. He’s not really looking for

the dog.

BEN

(to himself)

Everyone said "don’t marry her,

she’s no good. She’ll bleed you

dry," and I said,"I brought her

from Russia, I’m committed." And

they said, "you’re a fool, she just

wants to live here..." I said "I

don’t care. I love her! I love her!

I don’t care. If I want affection,

I’ll buy a dog!" What the fuck was

I thinking!

He looks around.

THERE ARE NO VISUAL LANDMARKS.

He heads off in one direction.

BEN

How the fuck do I get out of here?

He goes in one direction. Still he

can’t find his way out.

BEN (CONT’D)

Jesus.

He looks around.



24.

15 EXT. WOODS - NEW TREES - LATE AFTERNOON

The trees seem to have changed, yet once again, very little

visual landmarks. No hill, just a plain of trees.

He whistles.

BEN

Here pup. Here pup.

CUT TO:

16 EXT. WOODS - EVEN MORE NEW TREES - LATE AFTERNOON

Another new area. Ben walks through it. He’s clearly

frustrated.

BEN

Nicole! Anna! He stops and listens.

Nothing.

360 DEGREE PAN.

He walks through.

CUT TO:

17 EXT. WOODS - DEEPER - LATE AFTERNOON

The trees have gotten dense. He’s having trouble getting

through getting scratched up.

CUT TO:

18 EXT. WOODS - EVEN DEEPER - LATE AFTERNOON

BEN

Anna. Jesus, fuck!

He whistles.

BEN (CONT’D)

(angry)

We’re going to leave you do die out

here pup! You hear that! Huh!

(delirium)

You stupid dog. I fucking wanted a

cat! You hear that Anna. A cat! (he

starts laughing

A cat. Oh fuck.

CUT TO:



25.

19 EXT. WOODS - DEEPER STILL - LATE AFTERNOON

He picks a stick and begins to knock it against trees as he

walks by. He does this until, he violently smashes the stick

against a tree.

CUT TO:

20 34 EXT. WOODS - DEEPER STILL - DUSK

Ben looks around at the tops of the trees. He looks scared

and exhausted. His eyes are red, he’s almost going to have a

breakdown.

BEN

Please God. I just. I need to get

out of here. Please.

(violently swings hands up)

He gets on his knees in a praying position.

BEN (CONT’D)

(praying)

Please God. Help me.

Then a long pause. He’s breathing heavy. He starts to cry.

He cries.

BEN (CONT’D)

I wish I had a gun.

After a while, he looks up at the sky.

21 INSERT - THE SKY

He’s calm now.

22 EXT. WOODS - FALLEN TREE - DUSK

Ben stands. He composes himself wiping the tears out of his

eyes.

He looks over...

He starts to hyperventilate.

BEN

(disturbed; gasping for air

like a fish )

Eeeeh, ehhh, uh eh, eh.

We see Ben’s ROLEX WATCH very clearly as he brings his hand

up to his face.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 26.

We don’t see what’s he’s looking at.

He moves slowly over to it.

He looks over.

QUICK PAN ACROSS LEAVES TO:

A .38 SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER neatly presented.

He picks up the gun.

He feels the weight of the gun in his hand.

ZOOM INTO GUN

ZOOM INTO CLOSE-UP OF BEN.

PAN DOWN AND ACROSS:

We follow the camera down Ben’s arm, down his leg, to his

shoe, and over the GROUND where we find the OPEN HAND of

what looks like a CORPSE wearing the same ROLEX as BEN.

23 EXT. FOREST - DUSK

A GUNSHOT rings out. Nicole stops where she is.

24 EXT. LANDSCAPE - DUSK

The sun sets behind the trees.

25 EXT. CLEARING - DUSK

Ben walks back across the clearing. He approaches Nicole.

NICOLE

I heard a gunshot.

BEN

I didn’t.

He walks past her and gets in the vehicle.

Nicole gazes pensively. She wraps herself in her arms.

FADE TO BLACK:

END SEQUENCE "B"

SEQUENCE "C"
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26 INT. / EXT. SUV - EARLY EVENING

Ben has the front drivers seat back. He eats an APPLE.

She takes a FLASHLIGHT from a ROADSIDE SAFETY BAG out of the

rear cargo trunk. He opens up the driver door.

BEN

I’ll wait here to see if she comes

back.

NICOLE

You just do that.

BEN

Nic?

She slams the cargo door.

Ben watches her as she walks out into the clearing searching

for Anna. He rests his head on the steering wheel.

NICOLE (OS)

Annnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa.

He starts the engine.

She turns around and glares at him.

27 EXT. CLEARING - EARLY EVENING

Nicole is searching around the clearing. She starts to tear

up.

NICOLE

(crying)

Annnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaa! C’mon. Come to

mommy. Annnnnnnaaaaaaaaaa! I love -

C’mon. Come to mommy.

Headlights start to shine on her back and she notices them

coming up beside her on the ground.

Ben drives up beside her, he rolls down the window.

BEN

Get in.

NICOLE

(walking ahead)

Fuck off Ben. I’m not leaving.

She stops.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE (CONT’D)

Promise me we won’t leave until we

find her?

He thinks about it. She starts to walk off.

BEN

Ya ya ya. I promise. Get in the

damn vehicle.

She crosses quickly over behind the vehicle and opens the

passenger door and enters.

CUT TO:

28 INT. / EXT.SUV - FOREST ROAD - NIGHT

The vehicle drives down the road illuminating everything

with it’s headlights.

Behind, a red glow envelopes the road and it disappears into

blackness.

CUT TO:

29 EXT. FOREST ROAD - NIGHT

Ben walks beside a the road with a flashlight looking in all

directions. The vehicle is parked on the side of the road

behind them with its HAZARDS FLASHING.

BEN

Did you hear that?

NICOLE

No.

BEN

Listen.

They listen.

NICOLE

I don’t hear anything.

Ben looks around. She keeps walking.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

Ben! Shine the light over here I

can’t see anything.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

What do bears sound like?

NICOLE

They growl. Jesus.

Ben walks behind her, he’s getting paranoid looking all

around. She turns quickly.

NICOLE

(loudly; attacking)

Rrrrooaarrrrrrr!

BEN

(startled)

Jesus Christ.

She laughs at him.

BEN

You almost gave me a fucking heart

attack!

NICOLE

Oh, my God! You’re such an idiot.

She walks ahead of him.

BEN

Don’t call me an idiot Nicole.

NICOLE

Give me the flashlight.

He does.

He falls in behind her.

His paces have gotten slower and she is further ahead of

him.

She scans the trees with the flashlight.

NICOLE

Anna. C’mon sweetie.

Ben adjust his jacket. When the HAZARDS LIGHT BLINK the GUN

HANDLE is clearly visible in the small of his back.

He watches her.

He reaches back with his right arm. His hand is trembling.

She continues to walk.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

ANNA!

His hand is on the handle.

She walks ahead.

He pulls the gun out slightly from his waistband.

Soft sobs come from Nicole and she stops.

He takes his hand off the gun.

NICOLE

(sobbing)

What if we never find her? What if

something happened to her and we

never find her again?

He watches her.

BEN

Let’s hope it doesn’t come to that.

He approaches. He puts his arms around her and her hands run

down his back just on top of the gun.

His body stiffens.

She moves away from him.

NICOLE

(composing herself)

I’m alright.

She keeps walking ahead.

FADE TO BLACK:

30 INT. SUV / EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT

The car is parked in the clearing. The lights are on and the

engine is idling.

He turns off the engine and the lights.

NICOLE

Don’t turn off the headlights. We

won’t be able to see her.

BEN

Do you want to run out of gas?

Because that’s what will happen if

I idle here all night.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

You’re not going to run out of gas,

the gauge is full.

BEN

How do you know?

NICOLE

You’re not going to run out of gas.

BEN

Yeah sure. How about I leave the

engine off and the lights on.

NICOLE

Won’t you kill the battery?

BEN

Of course I will, and we’ll both

die because...

He stops.

Silence.

He turns on the HAZARDS. The light up the area with flashing

orange.

BEN

Can I listen to your iPod?

NICOLE

No.

BEN

I bought it for you.

NICOLE

So. Listen to your own music. I

don’t want to waste the batteries.

Silence.

FADE TO BLACK:

31 INT. SUV - CLEARING - NIGHT

She rests her head against the window.

he reaches in the back and grabs a grocery bag and gives it

to him.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

Oranges and pistachio nuts is all

we have left?

NICOLE

You ate everything else.

BEN

Do want an orange?

NICOLE

I’m not very hungry.

BEN

Eat one anyway.

(tosses it to her)

Here.

They begin to peel the oranges and eat them, he unrolls the

window and throws the peels out onto the ground.

NICOLE

That’s nice.

BEN

Hey, they’re biodegradable.

Silence. He notices her WEDDING RINGS sparkle as she rubs

her face with her hands.

BEN

They’re very sparkley.

NICOLE

The rings?

BEN

Yeah. They really catch the light.

NICOLE

(upbeat)

Oh God, I know! All my friends love

them.

BEN

They do huh?

NICOLE

I get compliments all the time.

BEN

You do still love them?

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

I do.

They spend a moment looking at the rings on her hand.

Silence.

BEN

You know this pregnancy it’ll

really fill out your breasts.

NICOLE

(unimpressed)

Uh, huh.

Silence.

He takes out his cellphone, and old Nokia. He gets no

response.

BEN

Batteries dead.

NICOLE

Who were you going to call?

BEN

I dunno. Jack and Angela. See what

they’re doing. Maybe they’ve seen

the dog.

NICOLE

Har har.

BEN

Can I use your cell?

She finds her PURSE opens it and takes out a FANCY

CELLPHONE. She hands it to him.

BEN

You get really terrible reception

out here.

CLOSE SHOT - NICOLE’S CELL

Ben cycles through her photos. Lots of her partying.

BEN

What’s all this?

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

What’s all what?

BEN

These photos.

NICOLE

Give me that.

BEN

No. What is this?

NICOLE

(grabbing)

Don’t look at that, it’s really

embarrassing. Ben! Don’t!

BEN

What the fuck?

32 INSERT - NICOLE’S CELL

A succession of shots of Nicole with her GIRLFRIENDS. They

appear to be at a bar and are dancing, and getting drunk,

Nicole showing her bra. Dancing. Shot of the girls with a

BLACK DANCER with six pack abs. In one shot Nicole is

licking salt from his stomach, a shot of tequila in hand.

He looks horrified.

NICOLE

Ben? We were just having fun.

BEN

You call this fun?

NICOLE

It was ladies night. That’s all.

Issac is a dancer.

BEN

Uh huh.

NICOLE

It was a joke.

BEN

Yeah, right.

NICOLE

Ben, he’s gay.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

What?

NICOLE

Flaming. Alright. He’s completely

queer. Ok? He’s a dancer. Nothing

happened. We were just having fun.

That’s all. Something for Facebook.

BEN

Uh huh. Facebook. Christ.

(pause)

How can I trust you with shit like

this? I mean, I already worry

myself sick that every time you go

out, your...

NICOLE

What?

BEN

Just forget it.

NICOLE

I’m not cheating on you.

Long pause.

NICOLE

I’m not. Ben, look at me.

He doesn’t want to.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

Ben, look at me.

Ben looks at her.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

Ok. I’m not. This baby is going to

change things. Ok?

Ben barely nods.

NICOLE

You trust me?

Pause.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

Benjamin? You know I love you

right?

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

I need a cigarette.

NICOLE

You should quit for the baby.

He exits without responding. She turns the phone off and

sits in the car her hand to her temple.

33 EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

Ben stand outside. He smokes and stares up at the stars. He

looks pained and vacant.

34 INT. SUV - CLEARING - NIGHT

Nicole grabs her purse and in doing so knocks the cellphone

onto the floor.

NICOLE

Goddamnit.

She reaches up and turns on the INTERIOR LIGHT.

She looks down.

CLOSE SHOT - A .38 CALIBER BULLET.

She picks it up.

She looks at Ben outside.

She opens the GLOVE BOX in front of her

CLOSE SHOT - GLOVE BOX - GUN AND LOOSE BULLETS

She takes it out and holds it in her hands very carefully.

She looks at Ben through the windshield. He doesn’t seem to

notice he’s lost in his own thoughts.

35 EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

Ben is looking at the stars.

BEN

(looking up)

Hey Nic. Look at this. This is

great. You can just see the big

dipper now, and that’s, yeah, I

dunno what that is, but it looks

like some kind of constellation.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 37.

NICOLE

I don’t give a shit about stars.

She points the gun at him.

BEN

(oblivious)

You should really. How often do you

get to see...

(spots gun)

this, living in... the city.

He stops dead.

BEN

(scared)

Nic. Hey.

NICOLE

Why the fuck do you have a gun?!

Huh Benjamin, explain me that?

BEN

C’mon Nic, point it away from me.

Long silence.

BEN

I found it.

NICOLE

Yeah, right. Try another.

BEN

I dunno, maybe God wants me to have

the gun.

NICOLE

That’s just stupid.

BEN

Maybe I want to kill myself.

NICOLE

I can do that for you.

BEN

Do it then. Get it over with. I’m

not getting any younger.

NICOLE

There is no fucking way I’m putting

you out of your misery. If you

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE (cont’d)
killed Anna you’re going to suffer

for an eternity. Answer me!

BEN

What? I didn’t shoot the dog.

NICOLE

Why do you have a gun Ben! Just

tell me. You don’t tend to need

pistols in your line of work.

Although, you know, maybe a couple

of your clients might like it.

BEN

That’s not fair.

NICOLE

You stuck your gun in me.

BEN

It’s not about that. Please. Nic.

Let’s find Anna.

NICOLE

Forget about the dog for a moment.

BEN

Nicole.

NICOLE

Did you kill Anna? Did you?

BEN

Nic - come on.

(steps forward)

Nicole.

She cocks the gun and points it at his crotch.

NICOLE

I’ll blow that little thing off.

BEN

Okay. Okay. Okay. Sorry. Why would

I kill Anna? Huh?

NICOLE

You hate her.

BEN

That’s beside the point.

Points gun again.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

Ok - stop it. I didn’t kill the

dog.

NICOLE

Why do you have a gun?!

BEN

It’s a long story.

NICOLE

Make it real short.

BEN

Alright. Okay. I’ll tell you. Ok.

Lower the gun. Nicole. Please.

She lowers it.

BEN (CONT’D)

Uncock it -- Careful.

She does.

NICOLE

Talk!

BEN

You tell me why you had your tongue

all over that rapper.

NICOLE

He’s a hip hop dancer.

BEN

Same thing. You tell me why?

NICOLE

I was drunk.

BEN

So you have to be a whore?

She raises the gun at him.

NICOLE

(tearing up)

No. I just wanted some fun.

BEN

And I’m not fun anymore? Did you

fuck him?

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Noooooo! Why do you have the gun!

BEN

I don’t know!

NICOLE

That’s not good enough.

BEN

I dunno. I just thought. Uh. I

needed a gun, you know, for uh,

protection.

NICOLE

Who are you scared of?

BEN

Everybody. You know me.

NICOLE

So you bought a gun.

BEN

Yeah, so I bought a gun. Big deal.

You do the test. It takes a week to

get the permits. It’s still illegal

to own in this country. But, you

know, target practice.

NICOLE

Target practice. Uh huh.

BEN

Yeah.

NICOLE

Ben. This is a gun. It’s not a

tennis racket, or golf clubs. This

is a gun. A gun! You just don’t

leave bullets lying around in the

car. You’re not even that stupid.

Silence.

BEN

Apparently I am. You know me. Look,

I forgot about it when I went to

the range. I uh. Please.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

I know you.

BEN

I love you, Nicole.

NICOLE

(points gun again)

Yeah. That’s your answer for

everything isn’t it? I love you.

Ben doesn’t respond.

She aims the gun at him.

BEN

(shields himself)

Don’t!

She presses the trigger.

"Click."

No bullets. Ben starts to cry. He falls to his knees.

Nicole looks at him completely disgusted.

NICOLE

You’re just a scared little boy.

You’re pathetic!

She throws the gun at him and tosses a handful of bullets at

him.

Ben just weeps on the ground.

She walks over to the vehicle. She takes opens the door and

takes the keys from the ignition and grabs the flashlight.

She closes the door, and on the KEY CHAIN presses the

automatic door lock button.

The doors lock. BEEP! The ALARM is set.

BEN

Nicole. Please.

NICOLE

Go to hell.

BEN

Did you know the gun was empty!?

She walks away across the clearing using the flashlight.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

Did you!

He watches her walk into the woods.

He tries to recompose himself. He stands up. He walks over

to the vehicle. The interior light is on.

BEN

(to no one)

You’re going to kill the battery!

He tries the driver door. Locked.

The driver passenger door. Locked.

The cargo door. Locked.

Side passenger door. Locked.

Her passenger door. Locked.

He shakes the door.

The ALARM goes off. A horrible klaxon. The type of car alarm

that wakes you up on a Sunday morning at seven AM.

36 EXT. WOODS - GULLY - NIGHT

Nicole hears the alarm go off. She scans the area.

NICOLE

Anna. Come on Anna.

She heads deeper into the ravine.

NICOLE

Anna!

CUT TO:

37 EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT

Ben searches under the wheel wells.

He finds something and is noticeably pleased with himself.

He finds a MAGNET KEY HOLDER.

BEN

(gleefully to himself)

And you think you’re so smart.

He opens the key holder.

(CONTINUED)
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CLOSE SHOT - KEY HOLDER

It’s empty.

He tosses it aside.

Ben walks over and picks up the gun. He searches for the

bullets on his knees.

He finds a couple and begins to load the revolver’s

cylinder.

CUT TO:

38 EXT. WOODS - GULLY - NIGHT

Nicole stand with a flashlight and shines it in all

directions.

Up above her she hears a BRANCH BREAK.

NICOLE

Anna!

She listens. Another BRANCH BREAKS.

NICOLE

Ben.

He stand above her on the ridge silhouetted. The flashing

hazards lights are behind him. He has the gun in hand.

BEN

Give me the keys.

She shines the light in his face.

NICOLE

No.

BEN

I’ll aim for the light Nicole. I

may hit it. I may not.

She shuts the light off and runs.

Nicole moves through the trees.

BEN (CONT’D)

Nicole!!

He runs after her.

Trips and falls.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN (CONT’D)

(in pain)

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!!!!

He gets up and starts to walk.

BEN (CONT’D)

Sssssssss. Fuck. Nicole! Ah. Help

me.

Nicole comes out of hiding.

She shines the flashlight on him and then points it down at

the ground.

BEN

I think I broke my ankle.

NICOLE

(couldn’t care less)

Really?

BEN

(Yeah really. I can’t walk. )

(he steps to demonstrate)

Ahhhhh, Jesus. Help me here will

you.

NICOLE

Where’s the gun?

BEN

I dunno, I lost it. I think it’s

over there.

He points generally.

She turns around and looks for it.

She hears the gun cock.

BEN (OS)

Oh here it is.

She turns to see him pointing the gun at him.

NICOLE

You bastard.

BEN

That’s right, now fix my ankle.

Nicole sizes up the situation.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

No.

BEN

No? I’ll shoot you.

NICOLE

You’re going to shoot me anyway.

BEN

No I won’t.

NICOLE

Ha. What ever you say Benny.

BEN

Don’t call me that.

NICOLE

What Benny?

BEN

I said don’t call me that. You know

I don’t like that.

(pause)

It really hurts!

NICOLE

What am I supposed to do about it?

BEN

Fix it. Just fix it and we’ll, uh,

we’ll forget all about this. We’ll

just walk away, like nothing

happened. Ok.

Shine a light on my ankle.

She walks near him shining the light on his legs.

NICOLE

I won’t. I won’t ever forget that

you lost Anna.

BEN

C’mon, lets forget that. Now fix my

fucking ankle. Pretty please, with

a fucking cherry on top.

He points the gun at her.

After a moment.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

What do you want me to do?

BEN

Lift up the pant leg.

NICOLE

Then what?

BEN

(impatient)

Just tell me what you see.

She walks over to him cautiously and kneels in front of him.

NICOLE

Which ankle?

BEN

The right one.

She lifts up his pant leg.

NICOLE

(shocked)

Oh my God!

BEN

What? Tell me. Is it bad?

NICOLE

Oh my God! I think I’m going to

vomit. It’s all shattered.

BEN (CONT’D)

Oh no oh oh on.

NICOLE

Don’t look at it.

BEN

(really worried)

Jesus Nic. How bad is it?

NICOLE

Don’t look at it. You’ll faint. I’m

serious.

BEN

I’m not going to faint.

He looks down at his ankle with the light on it.

HE FEELS WOOZY BUT MAKES SURE HE DOESN’T DROP THE GUN.

(CONTINUED)
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CLOSE SHOT - ANKLE - LOOKS FINE

NICOLE

You’re such a baby.

BEN

Fix it.

NICOLE

You’re the doctor.

BEN

(standing; raising gun)

You’ll do what I say. It’s broke. I

need you to make a splint.

NICOLE

I don’t know how.

BEN

I’ll tell you how. Give me the

keys. You’re going to drive me to a

hospital.

NICOLE

I don’t think you want that Ben.

I’ll tell the hospital you tried to

kill me. They’ll get the RCMP.

BEN

We’ll see. Give me the keys.

She takes the keys out of her pocket.

NICOLE

These?

BEN

Yeah, give them to me.

She throws them in the woods.

BEN (CONT’D)

Goddammit!

He turns the gun on her.

BEN (CONT’D)

Give me this.

(takes flashlight from her)

Go find them.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 48.

NICOLE

I don’t know where they are Ben.

BEN

(motioning with gun; shining

light)

Find them.

NICOLE

Or what?

BEN

Just do it.

She walks forward.

BEN (CONT’D)

Look over there.

He points. She moves over slowly.

BEN (CONT’D)

Hurry.

She barely looks for them.

NICOLE

I can’t-I can’t find them. They’re

lost. You’ll have to wait until

morning.

BEN

(whining)

I don’t want to wait until morning.

I want to find them now.

39 EXT. WOODS - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

Nicole catches her breath.

She can see Ben walking toward the flashlight.

He picks it up and begins to scan the area with the light.

She ducks down as the light comes near her.

BEN (CONT’D OS)

C’mon out Nicole. You can’t hide.

Ben turns away and begins to search for the car keys.

CUT TO:
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40 EXT. RIVER BANK - NIGHT

Nicole walks by the river.

She kneels down and looks at her reflection in the water lit

by moon light.

She splashes water on her face.

FADE TO BLACK:

41 INT. SUV - CLEARING - NIGHT

The ALARM SOUNDS. Ben sits on the passenger seat. He looks

awful and annoyed at the sound. Safety glass is on the

driver side seat. Nicole wraps his ankle. Ben holds the gun.

NICOLE

It’s just a sprain Ben, stop

squirming.

She wraps it tight.

BEN

Jes-sus! I’m hurt enough already.

NICOLE

Good. Do you have to point the gun

at me?

BEN

Yes I do. Give me the Ibuprofen.

She takes out a bottle out of IBUPROFEN from the FIRST AID

KIT. He grabs it from her hands. He has trouble opening it

without giving up the gun.

BEN (CONT’D)

It’s child proof.

He gives it to her. She opens it and he grabs it back.

NICOLE

Do you want water with that?

BEN

Yes, please.

She takes a WATER BOTTLE out of her purse and opens it.

He knocks back a bunch of pills.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Don’t take too much.

He shakes his head. She takes a drink of water, evidentially

very thirsty. She almost finishes the bottle.

BEN

(mouth full of pills)

Otter!

She gives him the remaining drops. He then takes the water

and swallows it, all without any grace.

BEN (CONT’D)

(like the old 7-up spokesman)

AAAhhhhhh.

NICOLE

You’re going to make yourself sick.

BEN

Better sick then in pain. C’mon

you’re going to go find the keys.

NICOLE

No.

BEN

Move it.

NICOLE

No.

BEN

I need to go to a hospital. We’re

going home.

NICOLE

Not until morning. Anna might come

back.

BEN

She’s not coming back.

NICOLE

Yes she is.

BEN

If you don’t find those keys, I’ll

shoot you dead.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Go ahead. Then who drives home?

Hard to accelerate on that foot.

(pause)

Move over.

BEN

(he moves over)

I wish you never broke my window.

NICOLE

Better yours than mine.

He moves glass out of the way as she makes her way onto the

passenger seat and closes the door.

FADE TO BLACK:

42 INT. SUV - CLEARING - NIGHT

Ben is slumped in his seat. He pulls his jacket around him

for warmth.

BEN

Did you know the gun was empty?

Silence. She reclines in the seat.

BEN (CONT’D)

Nicole?

NICOLE

Do you really want to know?

BEN

Of course I do.

NICOLE

Yes. Happy?

BEN

I don’t believe you.

NICOLE

Don’t, then. Maybe I didn’t know.

Maybe I hoped you’d die.

BEN

I really love you, you know that. I

still want to have the baby with

you, even though it’s not mine.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

What does that mean? Even though

it’s not yours.

BEN

Nic. I know you cheated on me. It’s

okay.

NICOLE

I haven’t been with anyone else

since I met you.

BEN

I know. Okay. You don’t have to lie

to me. Stop playing games. I know.

NICOLE

You don’t know anything.

BEN

Yes I do.

NICOLE

This is your baby Ben, and you’re

going to provide for it, even if I

have to get you for alimony.

BEN

Nicole. Stop it. Stop lying to me

for once.

NICOLE

I’m not lying.

BEN

Jesus.

NICOLE

You just think you can get out of

this, that’s all.

BEN

Nicole.

(long pause)

I can’t have kids.

NICOLE

Ha. It’s not your choice.

BEN

Listen to me. Nicole. Look at me.

She looks over.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

I-can’t-have-kids. I can’t.

NICOLE

What do you mean? Of course you

can.

BEN

No, I can’t. Okay. Just listen.

NICOLE

I’m not a fucking child Benjamin.

BEN

Nic, I’m completely sterile.

She looks at him unbelieving.

BEN (CONT’D)

Why do you think Susan left me?

NICOLE

Don’t joke about this. I’m not in

the mood.

BEN

I’m not joking. I had the mumps

really bad as a teenager. I’m

infertile. You know. This has been

for years, Nicole. This isn’t new.

My ex-wife wanted a child, and she

didn’t want to adopt. It wore her

down. We tried and tried for years.

Now she has a boy and a girl, and

I’m happy for her. So, I know,

Nicole. I know. I just didn’t want

to tell you because I’m embarrassed

about it. I know you wanted to have

kids. I should of told you, I’m

sorry.

She starts to uncontrollably laugh out of nervousness.

NICOLE

(laughing)

Oh my God! Oh my God! Gawd!

She keeps on laughing.

BEN

It’s not that funny.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Yes it is.

BEN

Ok.

NICOLE

The baby is black.

BEN

What!?

She starts to laugh and cry at the same time.

NICOLE

(shocked)

I’m having a black baby!

BEN

What the fuck are you talking

about?!

NICOLE

Issac.

BEN

That fucking dancer from your hip

hop class?! You said he was gay!

NICOLE

What was I supposed to say, that he

had a dick that just about ripped

me in two?

BEN

You’re really disgusting.

NICOLE

It’s true.

BEN

I don’t want to hear about it.

NICOLE

(ignoring; pondering)

Actually, I guess the baby will be

more coffee cream coloured. What do

you call it?

BEN

A mullato.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

What?

BEN

A mulatto!

NICOLE

I don’t think they call it that

anymore. That’s kinda racist.

BEN

Whatever. Nicole.

NICOLE

(giddy)

I’m having a racially mixed child

or is it biracial?

BEN

(upset)

Who the fuck cares!?

NICOLE

(feels stomach)

I do. It’s my biracial baby.

BEN

Jesus.

NICOLE

(giggling)

If it’s a boy, I hope he has

daddy’s horse cock.

BEN

(sobbing)

Goddamn you. Goddamn you.

NICOLE

(mocking)

It’s not going to look a bit like

daddy is it?

BEN

(crying)

Knock it off.

NICOLE

Oh, my god. I really thought it was

yours because I was near my period.

Oh. What are people going to say? I

bet they’ll think we adopted like

Madonna. Ha. Oh my God. I’ll have

(MORE)
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NICOLE (cont’d)
to say we went to Africa. I guess

dance classes to keep me in shape

wasn’t such a good idea after all,

huh?

(looks in vanity mirror)

I need a better tan.

Ben hold the gun really tight in his hands. He points it at

her.

BEN

Tell me you’re lying.

NICOLE

(checks make-up)

I can’t. I’m sorry Ben. You’re

having a black baby.

BEN

Don’t fuck with me.

NICOLE

I wish I was. I’m sorry. It’s true.

BEN

I can’t believe you.

NICOLE

Wait nine months, then we’ll see.

He really starts to cry now. Nicole loathes him.

NICOLE

You’re so pathetic. A cry baby. I

can’t believe I married you, you’re

not even a man.

BEN

(holding his head; he psyches

himself up;)

Because I loved you - and you

deserve a bit of a chance...

He speaks soft and cold.

BEN (CONT’D)

I’m going to count to twenty. And

then I’m going to come after you.

I’m going to kill you. I’m going to

kill you, and I’m going to kill

that bastard child inside you. What

ever colour it is.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Ben...

BEN

One.

NICOLE

I’m divorcing you when we get back.

BEN

TWO!...THREE!

NICOLE

I’ll take everything Ben. I’ll take

your house. I’ll take this fucking

Tonka toy of a car.

BEN

Four...Five....Six.

NICOLE

Seven, eight, nine.

He cocks the gun.

BEN

Seven.

NICOLE

You’re really sick. Ben. You’re a

sick fuck. You know that. You think

I really fucked around on you? When

could I - I’m under constant

surveillance! It’s in your mind!

BEN

(breathing fast)

Eight.

Nicole watches him. He’s shaking, tears run down his face.

NICOLE

Cut it out.

BEN

Nine.

NICOLE

CUT IT OUT!

BEN

Ten. Ten.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

STOP IT!

BEN

Eleven.

NICOLE

I’m warning you Ben.

BEN

Eleven... twelve... thirteen.

NICOLE

Do it. Shoot me. Shoot your

child...

BEN

Fourteen.

NICOLE

STOP IT! STOP IT! STOP IT!

BEN

Fifteen Nicole. Fifteen.

NICOLE

Don’t do it Ben. Don’t.

BEN

(calm and cold)

Sixteen.

NICOLE

(soft voice)

Please, Benjamin. Stop.

BEN

Seventeen.

NICOLE

...Stop Benjamin. Stop.

BEN

Eighteen.

NICOLE

Stop, please. Stop.

BEN

Nineteen.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Stop. Benjamin. Stop.

BEN

Twenty.

(pause)

Good-bye baby.

He moves the gun toward her and takes the safety off.

Nicole pushes the gun out of the way and backhands him

cutting her face with her wedding rings.

The gun is knocked to the floor.

He holds his face in pain as she opens the door and makes a

run for it in the open field.

He has a large cut down the side of his face which begins to

bleed.

He searches for the gun.

CUT TO:

43 EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT

She runs.

CUT TO:

44 INT. SUV - CLEARING - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

He grabs the flashlight from the car and runs after her.

45 EXT. CLEARING - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

Nicole runs hard into the woods.

BEN

(limping badly)

Nicole! Nicole!

He fires off several rounds missing her.

46 EXT. WOODS - GULLY - NIGHT (CONTINUOUS)

Nicole runs through the forest.

She looks back as the light from the flashlight streams in.

He fires a couple times more not hitting anything.

She crouches down shaking and waits.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN (OS)

If I find Anna, Nicole. BANG!

Ben starts to walk forward slowly, limping. He makes his way

down the slope.

A small branch hits him.

BEN (CONT’D)

Ah, Christ.

Nicole stays in one spot.

BEN

(reloading)

C’mon out honey. I wouldn’t want

you to strain yourself and lose the

baby.

She throws a stick. He fires and the she makes a run for it.

He hobbles off behind her as fast as he can.

BEN

Nicole! Nicole!

47 EXT. WOODS - FALLEN TREE (CONTINUOUS)

She runs through the woods with the fallen tree.

She slips on the wet ground.

Ben sees her at the other end of the forest. He runs through

the trees.

BEN

Nicole!

She turns.

He aims and she screams.

He doesn’t fire. She’s blocked from his view.

She keeps n running.

Ben runs after her.

She hears a SHOT and a MUFFLED SCREAM from behind her.

She looks around for cover. She’s out of breath.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN (OS)

(wailing)

Nicole. Help. Niiiiiiiiiiccccc!

She is very cautious.

She finds a BRANCH she can wield as a weapon.

BEN (CONT’D OS)

Niiiiiiicccccccccc!

She starts to walk forward along the river.

She finds Ben.

He’s on his back, a BULLET WOUND in his SIDE.

She picks up the gun as well as the flashlight. She tosses

the gun in the grass away from him.

BEN

I can’t... I can’t move. I can’t

move my legs.

NICOLE

(coldly)

What am I supposed to do about it?

BEN

Help me Goddammit. I shot myself.

NICOLE

I can see that.

Long pause.

BEN

Help me!

NICOLE

Ben, that looks pretty bad. I don’t

think anyone can help you. Maybe

God.

BEN

Please baby, I’m sorry I tried to

kill you. Okay. I’m sorry.

NICOLE

Too late.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

I’m bleeding here.

NICOLE

I’ll get you a Band Aid.

BEN

Nic!

NICOLE

You really can’t feel anything?

BEN

No, not below the waist. Oh God. Oh

God. I’m so sorry, Nicole. Help me.

I’m so scared, I don’t want to die.

NICOLE

Let me help you.

With her boot she rolls him over on his side into a more

awkward position.

NICOLE

Jeez. You can’t feel anything huh?

He shakes his head, scared.

NICOLE

Nothing at all?

She jabs the stick real hard into his thigh.

BEN

(crying)

Nicole!

NICOLE

Did you feel that?

BEN

Nooooooooo!

NICOLE

Jeez, Ben. It looks like you’re a

cripple now.

BEN

(crying)

I know.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

Does this hurt.

She pokes the gunshot wound.

BEN

Ahhh!

NICOLE

I guess so.

NICOLE

You’re going to bleed to death and

it’s going to hurt like hell. You

lucked out again Ben.

BEN

Oh God. Oh God. Oh God.

NICOLE

Keep praying. God cures cripples.

BEN

Baby!?

NICOLE

I’d pray louder than that. If Anna

can’t hear us when we call her, God

probably needs a megaphone to reach

him.

BEN

I don’t feel good.

NICOLE

And you shouldn’t. You shot and

paralyzed yourself. I wouldn’t

think that would feel that good at

all.

She pokes his legs a few more times.

BEN

Nicole! Oh God!

NICOLE

That’s it. Louder. Let me try.

GOOOOODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD!!!

(listens)

Do you hear that?

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

What? No, I don’t hear anything.

NICOLE

You don’t hear angels?

BEN

No.

NICOLE

They’re really beautiful. Listen.

Shhh.

Branches swaying in the wind are heard.

NICOLE (CONT’D)

Not hearing it, huh. That’s

probably because you’re going to

hell.

BEN

Don’t say that. Don’t say that.

NICOLE

You - tried to kill me, Ben. Your

pregnant wife. Jesus. You make me

sick.

BEN

No of course not. You know I

wouldn’t. Get me to a hospital.

NICOLE

I can’t drive Benjamin.

BEN

Why the hell not!

NICOLE

It’s very simple.I don’t have any

keys. Do you? Oh, right, you can’t

catch. I bet you suck at baseball

too.

BEN

Look up there! You threw them up

there somewhere.

NICOLE

It’s pretty dark. I doubt I’ll ever

find them now. I’ll have to wait

till morning. Maybe Anna can find

them for me.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

Nic! I’ll be dead by then. Look how

much I’m bleeding here. If it’s any

consolation, I was going to kill

myself too.

NICOLE

Oh. Well, that makes everything

better now doesn’t it. Yep. Now

you’ve done it. Good job Ben.

BEN

Nicole!

NICOLE

I just don’t know what you want me

to do for you?

BEN

HELP ME! For Christsake!

NICOLE

Well, I’m not doing that.

BEN

Nicole!

NICOLE

(mocking)

Benjamin!

BEN

(serious as hell)

You go out, you keep walking down

the road. Okay? You keep walking.

Eventually you have to hit the

highway. You flag someone down.

They’ll phone a hospital, Nic, and

they’ll medevac me out by

helicopter. You do that. You do

that. Ok.

NICOLE

I’m not walking that far Ben. My

feet are killing me. These are new

boots. And you got blood all over

them. Thanks a lot Ben. How am I

supposed to explain that to the

shoe repairman?

BEN

Who gives a fuck!

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

I do, these are leather.

BEN

Listen to me. Ok. Listen to me. I’m

paralyzed.

NICOLE

Not my fault. You shot yourself

and...

(snaps fingers)

BEN

NICOLE!

NICOLE

I told you that you’d end up in a

wheel chair. Well, maybe not. I

guess you won’t live that long.

BEN

I might. Get me to the hospital.

NICOLE

A hospital is probably a couple

hours away. Even if I find the

keys, I’ll never reach it in time.

You know I don’t like night

driving.

BEN

They’ll medevac me. They’ll medevac

me!

NICOLE

I told you, I’m not walking

anymore.

She yawns.

BEN

Please, you have to!

NICOLE

I don’t have to do anything!Ok? Not

anymore. You tried to murder me.

MURDER ME and my baby. You deserve

this. You deserve worse than this

actually. Way fucking worse.

BEN

Okay. I know I do. You can send me

to prison. I don’t care. I don’t

(MORE)
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BEN (cont’d)
want to die. I just don’t want to

die.

NICOLE

You’re dead already Ben. Just wait

a bit longer.

BEN

Nicole! We’re running out of time

here.

NICOLE

Are you going to keep doing this?

Are you? Huh? I told you, I’m not

going to walk down to the road. I’m

not. Okay. I’m tired and I’m cold

and you lost Anna. Ok, so, you

know, I’m just going to wait in the

car until you die.

She walks away from him flashlight in hand.

BEN

(alarmed)

No! No! Nicole. Please!

NICOLE

Night Ben.

BEN

Nicole! Nicole! Nicole!

NICOLE

Keep shouting Benjamin. You don’t

want to attract bears. They love

eating cripples.

She keeps walking.

Ben tries to roll himself and move his body by squirming

around. He’s not very successful.

BEN

Please God. Okay. Please help me.

He holds the wound tight with his hand.

CUT TO:



68.

48 INT. SUV / EXT. CLEARING - EARLY MORNING

Nicole sits in the driver seat rooting through her purse.

Through the broken window Ben cries for help in the

distance.

She finds her EXTRA CAR KEY and starts the engine.

She turns on the heat FULL BLAST and warms her hands and

feet.

Ben cries can be heard even over the blasting air.

She takes out her iPod, puts them in her ears, and reclines

the seat.

She pulls up her hood and closes her eyes.

CUT TO:

49 EXT. WOODS - FALLEN TREE - EARLY MORNING

Ben tries to drag himself. He doesn’t get very far.

BEN

Annnnnaaaaaaa. C’mon pup.

Annnnnnaaaaaa. Oh Jesus. Help!

Somebody help me. Somebody help

me!

FADE TO BLACK:

50 TITLE CARD: "MONDAY"

51 INT. SUV / EXT. CLEARING - MORNING

Nicole is curled up in the passenger seat asleep her iPod

earbuds still in her ears.

She awakens.

CUT TO:

52 EXT. WOODS - FALLEN TREE - MORNING

Ben lies slightly on his side. He is pale and his eyes are

closed.

Birds can be heard in the woods, and then the sound of

vehicle.

He slowly opens his eyes.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

(quiet murmur)

oh...oh... please... god help me

here...kill me...kill me...kill

me... oh...ohh...it’s ok...it’s

okay...it’s gonna be ok.. it’s

gonna be okay....oh...ohhh... I

know i’ve been so bad...oh...

oh...it’s... ok...oh...it’s ok

nicole... everything’s...

ok..everything’s...ok...oh...

FADE TO BLACK:

53 EXT. CLEARING - MORNING

Nichol drives the vehicle closer, turns off the engine. She

steps out.

She walks around.

NICOLE

(whistles)

Anna! Annnnnnaaaaa!

54 EXT. WOODS - GULLY - MORNING

She walks down through the gully and down to the river.

NICOLE

Annnaaaaaaaa. Annnnnnnnaaa.

55 EXT. RIVER BANK - MORNING

Ben lies praying to himself. He hears Nicole call Anna.

BEN

...nicole, oh.

Nicole stands above him. Ben stares at her.

NICOLE

(dispassionate)

Still alive, huh?

BEN

(murmuring)

nicole...oh... nicole i’m sorry...

NICOLE

I can’t hear you. Speak louder.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

... i’m sorry.

NICOLE

(icicle)

What? Oh. Ok. I’m sorry too. You

didn’t see Anna last night did you?

I’m going to see if there are any

homes around here she might of

wandered off to.

BEN

...no... no anna...

(coughs blood)

Ackkk!

NICOLE

Nice. Yuck. Ok. You really look

terrible Benjamin. I must look like

hell too. What’s our lawyer’s name?

BEN

...grabawski.

NICOLE

And he’ll know what to do with your

will? I’m not sure I was listening

when you went through it with me

after we got married.

BEN

...i love you...i always loved you.

Silence.

NICOLE

So is that a yes? He’ll know

everything?

BEN

...he’ll know everything...

NICOLE

Good.

BEN

...i love you. i wish we could be

together... forever.

NICOLE

Well, you should of really thought

about that sooner, before you tried

to murder me. Before you lost Anna.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

(bit of a smile)

...maybe next time...

NICOLE

There isn’t go to be a next time

sweetie. This is it. Okay. You’re

going to be dead soon. Really soon

by the looks of you. I mean, fuck

you Ben. I’m going to be explaining

this away to the police for days.

Days!

BEN

...tell them you shot me.

(starts to laugh and the cough

blood)

...ha...ha...ha.

NICOLE

(disgusted)

That’s really gross, Ben. I’ve seen

a lot of horrible things, but

that’s really vile.

He tries to laugh.

BEN

...hey nicole...

NICOLE

What?

BEN

...my ankle doesn’t hurt anymore..

(laughs)

ha...ackk...akk...

NICOLE

See that’s a good thing.

BEN

...you should... you should name...

the baby benjamin.

NICOLE

(angry)

Don’t say that.

BEN

...promise me, if it’s a boy, name

him after me.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

(angry;)

How dare you. How dare you say that

to me.

BEN

...it’s okay, don’t cry...

NICOLE

(fighting tears)

You know, that’s the thing that

really bothers me about this here.

When you die, the baby isn’t going

to have a father.

BEN

...what about?... what about?

NICOLE

Issac? What about him?

BEN

... he better raise...ack... he

better raise the baby...

NICOLE

Issac isn’t the father Ben.

BEN

....what about?... what about?

NICOLE

I didn’t sleep with him.

BEN

...oh...oh...oh...what do you

mean?... they’re are others?

NICOLE

(sigh; kneels down to him)

I didn’t sleep with anyone.

(tenderly)

Ok. Do you understand?

He shakes his head.

BEN

...no..

NICOLE

(touches his face)

It’s your baby Ben. I’ve never

cheated on you. Not even once. Not

(MORE)
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NICOLE (cont’d)
with Issac. Not with anyone. It’s

your baby, Benjamin.

BEN

(crying)

..no...no... i can’t have kids.

He starts to sob and she holds his head.

NICOLE

(crying too)

Yes you can. It’s your baby inside

me.

BEN

(sobbing)

...oh...god...oh god...i’m

sorry...i’m sorry... i’m sorry

nic... i’m sorry... i’m sorry i

failed you.

NICOLE

It’s ok. It’s okay baby. Everything

is going to be ok... The pain is

going to over soon, okay. You’ll

see angels. You’ll see angels.

Ben reaches up for her face.

BEN

(holding her head)

...oh...i love you... i love you...

NICOLE

(crying; into his eyes)

I love you too. You’re so cold.

Baby you’re so cold.

BEN

...i love you. i’m sorry.

NICOLE

I’m sorry too--aaackkk

He begins to choke her.

She tries to move away.

He moves his torso so that he has his full weight upon her.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN

(choking her)

...baby, I love you. I really

do...i love you...i love you... i

love you...

She violently struggles.

NICOLE

(suffocating)

Accchhhk...achhhh...ahhhhhccch. Ben,

let go. Let go!

She gains control and forces herself on top of him and his

grip begins to loosen.

He lets go of her.

He starts to laugh.

BEN

(laughing)

...doesn’t hurt to try, ack...

She is shaking.

He watches her, studying her reactions.

BEN

...you’ll be a horrible mother.

NICOLE

You shouldn’t of said that. You

shouldn’t of said that.

She walks over to the where she threw the gun.

She checks to see if it is loaded. It is empty.

She walks close to him and searches his body.

BEN

...left pocket. ha ha.

She finds a couple of BULLETS.

She begins to load the gun. She’s completely emotionless.

BEN

...that’s right, load it...

She aims at his head.

(CONTINUED)
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NICOLE

I’m having an abortion.

Ben’s eyes open wide. He shakes his head "no."

BANG! BANG! BANG!

She stares down at the body and then sees blood on her

clothes. She starts to tremble.

She rips her blood stained shirt and wraps it up around the

revolver in a neat package and sets it down beside

Ben’s corpse. She walks up through the woods.

CUT TO:

56 EXT. FOREST ROAD - MORNING

Nicole drives fast and erratic out of the woods.

She keeps driving, sobbing and shaking.

She turns a bend.

And then another.

She comes around a corner fast.

And sees:

Anna in the middle of the road ahead of her.

She hits the breaks. She can’t stop in time. She is driving

too fast.

The dog turns toward the vehicle.

Nicole SHRIEKS as she hits her.

FADE OUT:

THE END


